Forty eight authors report progress in combined modality treatment as applied in several cooperating centres in the United States. Each chapter has a comprehensive and up-to-date reference list. This is a well illustrated and clearly laid out book both for those working in the field and for clinicians with occasional involvement. Problem areas of treatment and follow up are identified realistically.
M RUTH SANDLAND

Consultant Radiotherapist St Bartholomew's Hospital
Toxicological Emergencies: A Handbook in Problem Solving. L R Goldfrank & R Kirstein pp 180 £6.85 Hemel-Hempstead: Prentice-Hall International 1978 Although this handbook was written primarily for the American reader, it contains a great deal which is of interest to those involved in the acute management of overdose cases in this country, in particular, the staff in accident and emergency departments. The first part is devoted to the general principles of poisoning and its management which, on the whole, are similar to those practised in this country. Few would accept, however, that apomorphine is an appropriate emetic to use and the conclusion that 'gastric lavage is neither beneficial nor harmful' in poisoning by volatile hydrocarbons would not find widespread agreement. However, the book contains excellent features, including a detailed description of the use of charcoal suspensions and naloxone hydrochloride (probably not used enough in this country).
The second part of the handbook is devoted to case histories with a problem-orientated approach which makes excellent additional reading. The handbook does not pretend to be a systematic textbook of poisoning but the case studies include some rarer forms of poisoning, in particular the chapters on arsenic, amphetamine and methanol intoxication. It is of interest that paracetamol is not listed amongst the commoner causes of overdose in America (where it is called acetaminophen). It is surprising, therefore, that the book contains a list ofnumerous preparations which are, in fact, paracetamol and also a list of no less than 197 paracetamol-containing tablets available in the United States. A few careless printing errors are regrettable; for example, on page 9 the Medication/Antidote List has been reversed. However, this handbook is well thought out and the problem-orientated case studies are well worth careful reading. It would be a useful addition to the libraries of accident and emergency departments in this country.
M S CHRISTIAN
Consultant, Accident & Emerqency Department
Wexham Park Hospital This book includes useful sections on clinical, epidemiological and control aspects of gonorrhoea. In the main it deals with the biology of the gonococcus. An estimation of over 70 million cases worldwide suggests that it is a numerically important disease. Most of the authors are prominent in their field and it is unnecessary to single out any chapter for special mention as they are invariably well presented and up to date. The recent remarkable increase of gonorrhoea in young women is documented and the factors for this trend are discussed. Although homosexual men are responsible for a fair proportion of gonorrhoea and there is some evidence that their number is going up, they are not thought to contribute significantly to the general increase of the infection. Statistics seem to show that the VD clinics treat more cases than all other facilities put together and that under-representation of cases may not be such an important factor where good and sufficient VD clinics exist. It is generally agreed, however, that patients with repeated gonorrhoea contribute greatly to the incidence of the infection.
One criticism that can be levelled against some of the authors is that they omit to mention original work at times and refer instead to subsequent works or reviews. The curious fact that the emergence of penicillin resistant gonococcal strains has not led to its spread is noteworthy but is not explained. Amongst control measures not discussed would be the importance of setting up an internationally agreed contact tracing mechanism spanning countries and continents which is important in view of the great mobility ofpeople. This book is especially useful for those interested in research into this most versatile and unpredictable organism. The absence of a really practical animal model and the lack of a rapid and sensitive screening method for gonococcal infection in women and in oligosymptomatic males are mentioned as some of the outstanding problems to be solved. A concise and authoritative guide to this vast and complex subject has at last been provided by Dr Ullmann. The author, though primarily an Arabic philologist, shows considerable insight into medical traditions and practices in the Middle East. He portrays the ingenuity and descriptive abilities of the 'Arabs' who, while enshrining and embellishing the ancient medical masterpieces (including those of India), were disinclined to experiment and innovate. As a result, Arabic medicine stagnated and became fossilized during the very period when Western medicine was emerging from the doldrums of the Middle Ages. Arabic preeminence in systematic theory as opposed to empirical practice is, however, evident throughout this book. Moreover, the infectious nature of plague and many other communicable diseases was recognized several centuries before European physicians were receptive to such ideas. Dr Ullman's book though very modestly priced is well-produced and illustrated. It can be thoroughly recommended as an introduction to a fascinating and exotic field of study.
S SELWYN
Reader in Medical Microbiology
Westminster Medical School (1977) 70, 594) , the present work develops some interesting -if unoriginal ideas on the demographic impact of smallpox and variolation ('inoculation'). Its central theme, taken from The Gentleman's Magazine of 1803, is that smallpox prevented population growth in Britain up to the mid-eighteenth century, due both to its high casemortality and allegedly adverse effects on male fertility. Widespread variolation is supposed to have removed this check and made the industrial revolution possible. However, the author's own confusingly assembled statistics show that the birthrate increased progressively after 1750, whereas widespread variolation only began after 1780, and was soon replaced by the far safer Jennerian vaccination. Only then did smallpox mortality fall appreciably. The author quaintly confesses that 'there is a certain degree of uncertainty about the reliability' of his evidence.
While constantly maligning the medical profession, he repeatedly misspeIls medical terms, and misunderstands essential concepts. Thus. in a key discussion of smaIlpox immunity he is apparently unaware of its cell-mediated basis, and he suggests that measles and smaIlpox are easily confused. The material is presented haphazardly (e.g. Chapter 8 should have been the Introduction). The bibliography omits publishers and places of origin, while abounding in untraceable 'op, cit.' references. There is no subject index, and the book is grossly overpriced.
SYDNEY SELWYN
Section Editor Section ofthe History of Medicine
Biochemical Methods in Medical Genetics SaIly Kelly pp 358 $17.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1977 This book is a compilation of technical procedures necessary for the diagnosis of a great many inherited metabolic diseases; it is very comprehensive and surprisingly detailed. However, in the hands of the amateur, however gifted, it paves the way to many pitfalls. For example, ndt all homocytinuric infants have methioninaemia, the reader is not warned of possible dietary interference with urinary oxalate determination, and, although the tests described for several named disorders of organic acid metabolism are satisfactory if positive, they should not be preferred to the now almost universally applied gas chromatographic analysis of urine as an initial investigation which will reveal most of the varieties of this complex group of disorders.
This account is a very competent survey of what is reported in the literature on this subject, but the touches that come from practical experience are sadly lacking. Moreover, clinical features, some of which can be crucial in reaching a diagnosis, are often missing. Most who have a specialist interest in the subject will wish to have this book, which is extremely well prepared and reasonably priced. However, for those less weIl informed, it makes the subject appear deceptively, even dangerously, simple.
D NOEL RAINE
Consultant Chemical Patholoqist The Children's Hospital, Birmingham
Diphyllobothriasis in Man. Bertel von Bonsdorff pp 189 £9.50 London: Academic Press 1977 There is a widely held view that intestinal parasites undermine the health of man by devouring a considerable amount of his food. This is generally not true since the metabolism of intestinal parasites is of a very low order. There is some diversion of intestinal nutrients to sustain the enormous burden of parasites such as Ascaris lumbricoides, which affects more than a quarter of the world's
